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Third-Person Effect on Internet Games and Support for
Regulations:

Focused on MMORPG among Internet Games’

Gildong Hong™

(Research Fellow, The Korea Press Research Institute)
Narae Keum™

(Professor, School of Communication, Hankook University)

This study explored the third-person effects of Internet games,
which recently caused severe social debate and invited strict
regulation for protecting excessive use of children and
adolescents. A total of 415 undergraduate students from four
different universities participated in the survey. The results show
that the third-person effect increases in the connection with
social distance. The respondents perceive that Internet games
have more negative impact on the average adults than
themselves and more negative impact on children and
adolescents than the average adults. The possibility of the first-
person effect is identified. The addicted respondents to
Internet games perceive that they are negatively influenced
more than others. Gender, Internet game usage, and the
degree of Internet game addiction variables are predictive
ones for the third-person perception. In addition, the third-
person perception is a predictive variable for supporting review
reinforcement of Internet game content. The support of overall
regulation on Internet games, and shutdown and fatigue systems
can be predicted by the perception of more harmful impacts on
the average adults than children and adolescents.

Keywords: Internet Games, Third-person Effect, Social Distance,
Self-control, Regulation
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04| 4, FTC Credit Practices Rule (19971).
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(testimony of Ronald Chesemore).
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Ofl 1, From Structural Equation Modeling (p. 136), by C. Lee, S. Yu, G. Yang, and Y. Choi, 2005,
Seoul: B&M Books. All rights of the source are protected. ((£= Copyright 2005 by B&M Books.
Reprinted with permission)

Ol 2, From Media Effects: Advances in Theory and Research (p. 104), by J. Bryant and M. B.
Oliver, 2009, New York: Routledge. All rights of the source are protected. (= Copyright 2009
by Taylor & Francis. Reprinted with permission)

0f| 3, From "Current Conditions of Political Communication Studies and Suggestions for Future
Research,” by C. Kim, S. Yang, G. Lee, and Y. Hwang, 2005, Communication Theory, 7, p. 136. All
rights of the source are protected. (= Copyright 2005 by the Korean Society for Journalism and
Communication Studies. Reprinted with permission of the author)

Ofl 4, From "Television Viewing and Anxiety: An Experimental Investigation,” by J. Bryant, R. A,
Carveth, and D. Brown, 1981, Journal of Communication, 31(1), p. 310. All rights of the source are
protected. (SE= Copyright 2005 by the International Communication Association. Reprinted with
permission of the author)



cesges Male —— Female

Preference Level

Fear Drama Fantasy Science Fiction Romance

Web-toon Genres

Figure 1. Overall preference levels of web-toon genres on Korean adolescents.

Note. Preference Level(d2 ), Web-toon genres(E-E H2). From "Current Web-toon Usage of Korean

Adolescences,” by H. Yu and S. Do, 2019, Joumal of Korean Communication Studiies, 59 p. 128. All rights

of the source are protected. (= Copyright 2019 by the Korean Society for Journalism and Communication

Studies. Reprinted with permission of the author)
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Table 1. Results of Analysis of Variance on Game Addiiction with Self-Control and Stress Program
Treatments (N = 243)

Source ar F 2 P
Self-Control(A) 2 3.80 35 007
Stress(B)? 1 1.54 09 113
AXB 2 2.23 A5 027

Error within group (S/AB) 30 (10.05)

Note. Self-Control(X7| &l). The numbers in the parenthesis indicate MSE. #Only high- and
low-level stress experimental groups were included in this analysis. Medium-level stress group
was not included.
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Table 2. Results of Muftiple Regression Analysis on Game Addiction with Self-control and Life Satisfaction
N = 243)

Predict B s SF t %% d
redictor
P 11 ul
Constant 26.14 62 60.88 < .001 20.85 30.17
Sex 293 -09 0.36 -10.42 .009 -3.21 -2.53
Self-control -5.74 -17 0.05 -25.74 .001 -5.97 -5.35
Life satisfaction -2.11 -07 0.07 970" .035 -2.22 -1.80
A3239) = 7414,  p =001
R =236 AF=232

Note Self-control(Xt7| ), Life satisfaction(&2tZ). SE = Standard Error; Cl = Confidence Interval; £/ =
Lower Limitt UL = Upper Limit. From “Current Conditions of Political Communication Studies and
Suggestions for Future Research,” by C. Kim, S. Yang, G. Lee, and Y. Hwang, 2005, Communication Theory, T,
p. 136. All rights of the source are protected. ((£= Copyright 2005 by the Korean Society for
Journalism and Communication Studies. Reprinted with permission of the author)
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Table 3. Correlations among Self-Control, Life Satisfaction, Game Addiction,

and Performance Satisfaction (N = 243)

mn

kol AbThTiA

—_— O - 1=

3
ot
8|
HI
1x
A
rr
-1
P
I3
b
>
H
OF 0%t
AT
1x
my
=
mjn

Variables 7 2 3 4
1. Self-control -
2. Life satisfaction 4% -
3. Game addiction -.34%xx -.25%* -
4. Performance satisfaction 20** AQ*** - 43
M 342 2.87 2.84 3.11
SD 1.02 1.11 1.21 0.84

Note. Self-control(Xt7| S H), Life satisfaction(ad 2H%), Game addiction(| & 5 =), Performance

satisfaction(3qH2HE). *p < 05. **p < .01. **p < 001.






